ADVANCED PLACEMENT: English Language & Composition
PCC English 121: English Composition I
Course Description and Syllabus
General Information

PCC English 121 and AP English Language & Composition are taught concurrently in one  class divided into two semesters.  The course is designed to be rigorous and to challenge college-bound students in reading and writing.  The course may be used to help satisfy the requirements of the M-CHS Honors Diploma.  Students who successfully challenge the AP Language & Composition exam in the spring may earn college credit, depending on the college or university they attend.  Students enrolled in PCC 121 will earn 3 Southwest Community College hours if they successfully complete all the requirements of the PCC English 121 curriculum.  

*For a student to receive the Advanced Placement designation on the M-CHS transcript he/she must sit for the AP English Language & Composition exam in May.
Communication

Students and parents are encouraged to contact me at any reasonable time regarding class-related issues.  School: 565-3722  X2173; Home: 565-4129.

The use of email is often effective for checking on student progress and for submitting required assignments.  My email address is pkoops@cortez.k12.co.us
Parents can now also access student grades and attendance information on the Powerschool portal.  Upon request, the Guidance Office will provide an individual password for each parent/guardian.
I am also available for consultation during my planning period which is Period 1 (9-9:50 a.m.).  Most days I am also available at lunch and before school for students seeking individualized assistance.

Overview
The PCC121/English Language & Composition course is focused on RHETORIC: 1) The study of the elements used in writing, including content, structure, and style; 2) the persuasive use of language to influence the thoughts and actions of listeners or readers.  The course emphasizes the planning, writing, and revising of compositions.  Students will write a minimum of 5 essays per semester that stress analytical, evaluative, and persuasive writing.  At least one writing assignment each semester will include a research component, which follows standard MLA requirements for documentation.

Students will be required to read extensively; they will annotate, explore, and analyze numerous examples of effective rhetoric.  Students will also practice their own rhetorical skills by writing a variety of essays that require application of rhetorical strategies and devices.

Grading
The course focuses on both analysis and writing, approximately 45% of a student's grade will be based on analytical skills and 55% will be based on writing skills.  All assigned essays must be submitted for a student to receive a passing grade in the course.

Students will receive regular feedback on their writing assignments through whole-class analysis of selected student work and through personal conference with the instructor.  With the exception of timed writings, all student essays may be rewritten for a higher grade.

Students will maintain a writing portfolio in the classroom.  Students will be regularly asked to reflect on and evaluate their own writing. 

Active engagement in class discussions, assignment, and projects is expected and will be graded.  Grades will be posted regularly. Because the course is represents an advanced curriculum, grades in the course will be weighted for the purposes of student GPA.  

Grading Scale: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 66-69 = D.

Colorado Model Content Standards: Reading, Writing, and Communicating
Students in Advanced Placement English Language and Composition will:

1. develop oral language skills in listening and speaking and master written language of reading and writing;
2. develop reading skills to manage, evaluate, and use the myriad of information available in their day-to-day lives;
3. use writing as an effective medium for reasoning and making intellectual connections;

4. learn to distinguish their own ideas from information created or discovered by others, understand the importance of creating authentic works, and correctly cite sources to give credit to the author of the original work.  
SYLLABUS of SKILLS and CONTENT: students will be asked to apply their understanding of the following elements of rhetoric through analysis of fiction and nonfiction writing and to synthesize their knowledge by writing a variety of original essays.

NOTE: The syllabus is a general guideline for class curriculum. The instructor reserves the right to make changes in response to student need, time restraints, and the opportunities offered by “teachable moments.”

I. Close Reading/Analysis

-- students will analyze a variety of visual and written resources for purpose, 


  audience, argument, and persona.


--AP Test Practice on Multiple Choice analysis questions and Essay Writing


Writing Assignments:  

-students write 40 minute timed analysis essay using AP Test prompt;


-students select one essay or passage for a rhetorical analysis essay which proceeds 


 through the writing process, including peer review and instructor feedback, editing, 


 and revision.

II. Modes of Rhetoric: Finding a writer’s Basic Organizing Strategy—the basic structure of the argument

A.  Cause & Effect

B.  Classification & Division

C.  Comparison & Contrast

D.  Definition

E.  Exemplification

F.   Narration & Description

G.  Process Analysis

H.  Persuasion & Argument:  *at some level, all rhetoric is persuasion  

-Students will read a variety of examples essays drawn from The Language of Composition, The Riverside Reader, and other sources.  Students will respond to and analyze each assigned reading with a written response or active engagement in classroom discussion.  Students will be expected to be prepared to lead discussions of selected readings.   
Writing Assignments:



-students write a timed persuasion and argument essay using AP Test prompt



-students choose an issue or topic of interest and construct an argument using 

an appropriate organizing mode.  The writers will utilize the writing process,    

including peer review and instructor feedback, editing, and revision.

III. Recognizing the Tools and Devices  writers use to achieve purpose

A.  Tropes (artful diction)

1.  Figurative Language: metaphor, simile, analogy, personification, symbols, 

metonymy and synecdoche, hyperbole

2.  Allusion

3.  Sound: alliteration, assonance, rhyme, rhythm, repetition, pace

4.  Satire and Humor

5.  Irony: verbal, dramatic, situational


     B.  Schemes (effective syntax)

1. Parallel Structure: words, phrases, clauses, sentences

2. Simple, Compound, Complex, Compound-Complex sentences

3. Polysyndeton & Asyndeton

4. Active v. Passive

C. Appeals

1.  Ethos

2. Logos

3. Pathos

D. Exemplification

1.  Direct Quotation

2.  Paraphrase

3.  Summary

4.  Personal anecdote

IV.  Defining Tone—a writer's attitude towards his/her subject

V. Describing Atmosphere—the feelings readers get from a piece of writing or passage

VI. SYNTHESIS: Selecting and employing a variety of sources to support an 

idea/argument.


Writing Assignments:



-students write a research-based essay on a contemporary issue using support drawn  from seven sources, including one that is non-linguistic (visual or graphic).  The writers will utilize the writing process, including peer review and instructor feedback, editing and revision.



-students write timed synthesis essays choosing 3-4 sources including one 



 graphic/visual to support an idea or position. Evaluation will be based on the 1-9 
 
 AP scale. 

VII. A Brief Survey of Major Literary /Philosophical Perspectives

A.  Neo-Classicism

       -historical narratives and poetry by Anne Bradstreet and Edward Taylor

B. Romanticism: “A Psalm of Life” by H.W. Longfellow

-Transcendentalism: “Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson

-Gothic:  “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce

C. Realism: selection from Life on the Mississippi by Mark Twain

-Naturalism: poetry by Stephen Crane

D. Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance

-“The Beginning of Something” by Ernest Hemingway

-“Here We Are” by Dorothy Parker

E. Essays on History &  Language: -“A Brief History of English” by Paul Roberts
VIII. Novels for reading, discussion, and analysis:

-Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko

Writing Assignment: Analyzing a text using Dante, Aristotle, or J. Campbell
-The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Writing Assignment:  Passage Analysis Essay

-The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Writing Assignment: Research/Persuasion Essay
-The Tortilla Curtain by T.C Boyle 


Writing Assignment: Comparison and Contrast Essay
-Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad


Writing Assignment: Definition Essay

-Their Eyes Were Watching God  by Zora Neal Hurston 

Writing Assignment: Argument
VIII. AP, SAT, and ACT TEST Practice—students will regularly review, discuss, and answer selected questions from past AP, SAT, and ACT tests.

IX.  Applying Conventions/Proper Usage & Grammar

A.  Spelling, Punctuation, Capitalization

B.  Proper Usage

1.  Complete Sentences v. Fragments and Run-ons

2.  Pronoun-antecedent Agreement

3. Subject-Verb Agreement

4. Dangling and Misplaced Modifiers

5. Shifts in Time and Person

Textbooks & Resources

*Rules for Writers  by Diana Hacker & Nancy Sommers (7th Ed. St. Martin’s Press, 2012)

* Readings for Writers (Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2013)

*It was the Best of Sentences; It was the Worst of Sentences by June Casagrade

*Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop (Level F)
*The Riverside Reader  (7th Edition, 2006)

 *The Language of Composition ( Bedford-St. Martin’s, 2009) 
*The Old Man and the Sea  by Ernest Hemingway

*The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

The Tortilla Curtain by T.C. Boyle

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko

*Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston

*Class sets of these books are available from the Instructor.  The other novels will have to be purchased or borrowed by the student.

